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MARY ROSEZLA BELLARD LEDET wasborn October 25, 1971, in rural Church Point,
LA. Shelearned to play the accordion by watching her husband, Morris, play and then
practiced on hisaccordion while heworked during theday. Shedescribes her first meeting
with Zydeco as such: “1 attended my first Zydeco dance at Richard’s Club in Lawtell, LA- |
didn’t think |1 would like Zydeco music, but when | heard BooZoo Chavis play, | was hooked!
That night | fell in love with Zydeco music.”

Sincerising to thefront of her husband’s Zydeco band, Rosie has been performing steadily
throughout the L ouisiana-Texas Zydeco circuit, aswell as playing from coast to coast. L ast
year, she appeared at the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival, St. L ouis Blues Festival,

Frog Island, and others acrossthe country. Rosie plays mor e of the traditional style Cajun



and Zydeco music and she composes her own songs. It’sbeen said that Zydeco is“blueswith

an accent,” and Rosie adds a touch of bluesand Creole French to her songs.

Rosie and her band have quickly become the act to watch on the zydeco circuit. She scored
the #1 song on KVOL with “1’m Gonna Take Care Of Your Dog,” and won three*” Best of
the Beat” awardsfrom Offbeat Magazine, including Best Zydeco Band or Performer, Best
New Zydeco Group or Performer, and Best Vocalist.

One of a small handful of women in Zydeco, Rosie has the best chance of long-term success.
Her warm stage presence combined with the infectious Zydeco beat, makes her irresistibleto
audiences. Shealsoisone of thefew younger Zydeco playerswho still writes and sings some
of her own material in Creole French.



